        The Importance and significance of Arabic Language
Religious Perspective:

The Arabic language is the language of the Noble Qur'an, as we know that Qur'an was revealed upon the Messengers of Allah in Arabic, so paying due attention to the Arabic language is to paying due attention to the Book of Allah, studying and the practicing of it helps in the understanding of the Noble Book of Allah and the narration of the master of the Prophets, Muhammad (Peace be upon him).
As such, Sheikh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah said: “The Arabic Language is from the Religion, and the knowledge of it is an obligation. For surely the understanding of the Qur'an and the Sunnah is an obligation, and these two are not understood except with the understanding of the Arabic Language, and whatever obligation is not fulfilled except by certain steps then those steps themselves become obligatory (to fulfill the initial obligation)”(1)
So the knowledge of the Arabic language is essential for every Muslim so that he can perform his religious acts of worship and he can be proficient in the recitation of the Noble Qur'an. Allah says in His Book (which means):

“Verily we have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an in order that you may understand it”(Surah Yusuf: 2).
Likewise, Allah SWT said: (This Qur’an is revealed) “in a plain Arabic Language”. (26:195)
Despite this, many of the Muslims are content by spending their whole lives reading a translation of the Qur'an and so depriving themselves of the miracle of the Speech of Allah. Also a translation implies a human factor, which goes against the very essence of the Book of Allah. Also, the person who does not know Arabic will have added difficulty in his concentration during his prayers and also in his understanding of the Sunnah. This is because a language is just not a collection of words which can readily be translated into another language but is a whole way of thinking.
A story of Sheikh Umar Uzbek
One scholar Sheikh ‘Abdullah al-Baatilee wrote the following story in his book published in 1932 about a great man of his time in the following words:

“May Allah's mercy be on Sheikh 'Umar Uzbek, a great Turkish man, who strove for Islam in Uzbekistan under the Russian government, after his long fight against the enemies of Islam with fire (iron) and tongue (speech), he took refuge in Afghanistan at Kabul, where the government honored him. I met him there in 1352 A.H. (approx. 1932 CE) i.e. nearly 40 years ago, and he had vowed to Allah that he will never speak to a relative or anybody else except in the Qur'anic and Messenger's (Arabic) language. His wife sent a man for me to intercede for her to him that he should speak with her and her children in the Turkish language even for an hour everyday. So when I spoke to him about it, he said: 'Russians had compelled us to learn perfectly the Russian language (by force), so we learnt it. And unless they knew that the learning of the Russian language will make the person who learns it, follow their ways of thinking, characters, and their traditions, they would not have forced anybody to learn it.' He further said to me, 'I have vowed to Allah long ago not to speak except in the language of the Qur'an and Sunnah (i.e. Arabic) and I do that only for Allah's sake. If my wife and children desire to enjoy speaking with me, they should learn the language of the Qur'an and of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) (i.e. Arabic) and I am ready to teach them the Qur'anic language whenever they desire that”2
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2. This is based on an Arabic booklet written by Sheikh Ahmed ibn ‘Abdullah al-Baatilee with the foreword of Sheikh ‘Aaid ibn ‘Abdullah al-Qarnee.

Historical Perspective:

Arabic is one of the ancient Semitic languages (such as Hebrew, Aramaic). However, it is still a live language that is spoken with different dialects through out the Middle East and North Africa. The documentation of Arabic language begins with the rise of Islam, whose main texts are written in Arabic. 

(1) Classical Arabic: Grammarians from the 8th Century on codified it into the form known as classical Arabic, a literary and scribal argot (specialized vocabulary) that differed significantly from the modern day spoken Arabic. However, it was spoken by the Prophet SAW and his companions. Therefore, learning of classical Arabic is a basic requirement of a person who is going to be an ‘Alim (Islamic Scholar). 

(2) Formal or Modern Standard Arabic: In the 19th and 20th centuries, expansion of classical Arabic’s stylistic range and vocabulary led to the creation of Modern Standard Arabic that is also known as Formal Arabic (Fusha). It serves as “Lingua Franca” among contemporary Arabs. This is the standard language of print and electronic media, such as news papers, magazines, journals, TV, Internet etc. Also, the speeches of the heads of states are delivered in standard Arabic. 
(3) Spoken Arabic: Native speakers of Arabic who number roughly 200 million use an enormous range of dialects. In these sessions - through your text book - you will be introduced with two prominent regional dialects of Arabic; Egyptian (Masri) and Syrian (Shami). Nevertheless, our main focus will be on Classical and Formal Arabic in order to achieve religious and educational goals.  
